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2.1. "J9ABKAO9 ED98EF64 F9>GM97B >BAFDB?S  
 

Theoretical English Grammar Test  

MODULE 1 (10 points) (о5р4зец) 
 

1. The founder of the systemic approach in linguistics is&  
a) Ferdinand de Saussure b) B. N. Chomsky c) C. L. Hielmslev                                       (1 point) 

 

2. Language is & 

a) a system of special signs; b) a diachronic system of meaningful elements; c) a synchronic 

system of meaningless elements; d) a system of rules                                                        (1 point) 

 

3. Speech is & 

a) a system of special signs; b) a diachronic system of meaningful elements; c) a synchronic 

system of meaningless elements; d) a manifestation of the system of language in the process of 

communication                                                                                                                    (1 point) 

 

4. When two or more units of the plane of expression correspond to one unit of the plane of 

content, it’s a case of& 

a) homonymy; b) synonymy                                                                                               (1 point) 

 

5. Suppletivity is a & . 
a) grammatical phenomenon realized in a variety of equivalent grammatical forms for one word; 

b) type of building analytical wordforms; c) synthetic means of form-building ; d) productive 

means of form-building                                                                                                       (1 point) 

 

6. In which of the following words –s is not the allo-morph of the same morpheme?  

a) speaks; b) dreams; c) phonetics; d) washes                                                                   (1 point) 

 

7.The lexical morpheme –ment is& 

a) free; b) bound                                                                                                                  (1 point) 

 

8. The prevalent type of opposition in English grammar is& 

a) equipolent b) gradual c) privative                                                                                   (1 point) 

 

 

9. Which of the syntactic functions is not fulfilled by the noun in English? 

a) subject; 

b) predicate; 

c) attribute; 

d) object                                                                                                                               (1 point) 

 

 

 

10. The category of gender in English is& 

a) formal; 

b) meaningful                                                                                                                      (1 point) 

 



 

&9@O 8B>?48B6 

1. The concept of a part of speech and comparison of classifications of parts of 

speech in Russian and English. 

2. Notional words and function words. 

3. Controversial issues in parts of speech classification. 

4. The Article: status, number, and function. 

5. The noun as a part of speech. 

6. The category of number in nouns. 

7. Different points of view on the number of cases in Modern English. 

8. The problem of gender in English nouns. Means of expressing gender. 

9. The verb as part of speech. 

10. The category of voice in verbs.  

11. The category of aspect in verbs.  

12. The category of phase in verbs.  

13. The category of tense in verbs.  

14. The meaning of the present and the past tense. 

15. Mood and modality.  

16. Non-finite forms of the verb and their grammatical categories. 

17. Comparison of the meanings and functions of English and Russian participles. 

 

&9@O D9H9D4FB6 

1. Differences and similarities of word groups as units of syntax in English and 

Russian. 

2. The basis of the theory of generative grammar. 

3. Differences and similarities of sentences as units of syntax in English and 

Russian. 

4. Syntax as a part of grammar. Word groups and sentences. 

5. Different sentence models (traditional, descriptive, IC). 

6. Different sentence models (TG, tagmemics). 

7. Different models of the sentence (predicate-argument, situation-actor, and 

semantic roles). 

8. Deep and surface structures. 

9. The theory of deep cases. 

10. Functional sentence perspective. The theme-rheme model of the sentence. 

11. Various means of marking the rheme in English. 

12. The speech act theory and the communicative purpose of the speaker. 

13. Pragmatic types of sentences. 

14. Text grammar. 

15. Discourse analysis. 
 

 

 



2.2. "J9ABKAO9 ED98EF64 8?S CDB@9:GFBKAB= 4FF9EF4J<<.  

 

�BCDBEO > Q>;4@9AG 
 

1. The subject of Theoretical Grammar. Different approaches to the analysis 

of language phenomena. 

2. Grammatical structure. Grammatical meaning. Grammatical form. 

Grammatical category. 

3. Division of Grammar into Morphology and Syntax. 

4. Means of form building. 

5. Analytical forms. Different approaches. 

6. Principles of parts of speech classification 

7. Notional words and function words. 

8. Controversial issues in parts of speech classification (pronouns, 

interjections, articles, and statives). 

9. The Article: status, number, and function. 

10. General characteristics of the noun as a part of speech. 

11. The category of number in nouns. 

12. The category of case in nouns. Different points of view on the number of 

cases in Modern English. 

13. The problem of gender in English nouns. Means of expressing gender. 

14. General characteristics of the verb as part of speech. 

15. The category of voice in verbs. The meaning of active and passive 

constructions. 

16. Types of passive constructions in English. 

17. The problem of the number of voices in Modern English. 

18. The category of aspect. The meaning of common and continuous aspects 

in English. 

19. Lexical and grammatical expression of aspect in English. 

20. The category of phase. Various interpretations of the category of phase in 

English. 

21. The category of tense. The number of tenses in Modern English. 



22. The meaning of the present and the past tense. 

23. The problem of the future tense and the future-in-the-past tense in Modern 

English. 

24. Mood and modality. Means of expressing modality. 

25. The category of mood. Different points of view on the number of moods 

in Modern English. 

26. The category of number and person in verbs. Agreement between subject 

and predicate in Modern English. 

27. Non-finite forms of the verb and their grammatical categories. Different 

points of view on the number of non-finites in Modern English. 

28. Syntax as a part of grammar. Word groups and sentences. 

29. Types of syntactic relations: coordination, subordination, 

interdependence, cumulation, and apposition. 

30. Predication. Means of expressing predication. 

31. Aspects of the sentence. 

32. Different approaches to the analysis of the sentence. 

33. Structural aspect: Different sentence models (traditional, descriptive, IC). 

34. Structural aspect: Different sentence models (TG, tagmemics). 

35. Principal parts of the sentence. The subject. 

36. Principal parts of the sentence. The predicate. 

37. Classification of predicates. 

38. Secondary parts of the sentence. 

39. Difficulties in analysing secondary parts of the sentence. 

40. Classification of sentences based on their structure. Simple sentence. 

41. Elliptical sentences. 

42. Classification of sentences based on their structure. Composite sentence. 

43. Compound and complex sentences. 

44. Traditional classification of sentences based on their function. 

45. Semantic aspect: Different models of the sentence (predicate-argument, 

situation-actor, and semantic roles). 

46. Semantic aspect: Deep and surface structures. 



47. Semantic aspect: The theory of deep cases. 

48. Actual aspect: Functional sentence perspective. The theme-rheme model 

of the sentence. 

49. Actual aspect: Various means of marking the rheme in English. 

50. Pragmatic aspect: the speech act theory and the communicative purpose of 

the speaker. 

51. Pragmatic aspect: Pragmatic types of sentences. 

52. Text grammar. 

53. Discourse analysis. 

54. Grammatical means used to express discourse information. Coherence and 

cohesion. 
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1>;4@9A (GEFAO=/C<EP@9AAO=) CB 8<EJ<C?<A9 «&9BD9F<K9E>4S 7D4@@4F<>4 
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(BD@4 B5GK9A<O: BKA4O 
 

1>;4@9A4J<BAAO= 5<?9F №1 
 

1. Dwell upon the problem of Morphology and syntax as two parts of linguistic description. 

2. State  the  type  of  the  predicate  in  the  following sentence: 

It made his mad desire to destroy her come back (Lawrence). 
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�4698GNM<= >4H98DB=           _________________ А. А. !B6<>B64 
Э>;4@9A4FBD                             _________________ �. �. &G?9A<AB64 

 
�BAFDB?PAO9 6BCDBEO: 
 

1. What is language? What is speech? 

2. What planes of language do you know? 

3. What is a paradigm? What is a syntagma? 

4. What are syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations of lingual units? What types 

of syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations do you know? 

5. How many levels of language and their functions do you know? What 

linguistic units represent each level? 

6. What is a morpheme? 

7. What is a morphemic structure of the word? 

8. What types of morphemes and their functions do you know? 

9. What types of morphological opposition do you know? 

10. What is the difference between grammatical and lexical meanings? How do 

these two types of meanings interact? 

11. Give the definition of the grammatical category. Explain the difference 

between conceptual and formal grammatical categories. 

12. Speak on the theory of oppositions. Describe the processes of neutralization 

and transposition. 

13. Why is it difficult to give an invulnerable definition of the word? 

14. Give the definition of a part of speech and a short survey of the parts-of-speech 

theory. How does a part of speech differ from a class or any other grouping of 

words?  

15. What are the criteria for classification of words into parts of speech? Speak 

about different approaches to classifications into parts of speech (B.A. Ilysh’s, 
H. Sweet’s, Ch. Friez’s and others’). 

16. Enumerate the notional and functional parts of speech of the English language. 

What are their functions? 

17. Compare different terms sometimes used to denote notion words in English: 

content words, lexical words, major parts of speech, and functional words – 
empty words, grammatical words, structural words, minor parts of speech. 

What characteristics of the two major types of words are reflected in these 

terms?   

18. Speak about the interaction between parts of speech. What is the syntactic 

transposition and what are its functions in the language? 

19. What categorical meaning is the grammatical class of nouns characterized by? 



20. Comment on the grammatical meaning and the set of formal features of the 

noun. 

21. Describe categorial functional properties of the noun? 

22. What is the oppositional structure of the category of gender in the English 

noun? 

23. Describe subclasses of English nouns with regard to the category of number. 

24. Comment on the case as the immanent morphological category of the noun. 

25. Dwell upon the main function of the article. 

26. What specific forms of the outward structure of the verb do you know? What 

types of the verb stems can you name? 

27. Describe the system of grammatical categories of the verb. 

28. Analyze the opposition constituting the category of tense in English; describe 

the paradigmatic and syntagmatic meanings of each member of the opposition. 

29. Give the definition of the category of aspect, point out the features which can 

be taken as the basis for constituting the grammatical category of aspect in 

different languages. 

30. How does Mood differ from Modality? 

31. Substantiate your point of view on the number of moods in English. 

32. What do you know about semantic and lexico-grammatical features of the 

verbal subclasses?  

33. How are verbals different from finite forms of the verb with regard to their 

function?  

34. What is the difference between the infinitive and the gerund, participle I and 

the gerund? 

35. Characterize semi-predicative constructions with the verbals. 

36. What does syntax study? 

37. Dwell upon different syntactic theories. 

38. What is the main point of the Transformational-Generative Grammar. 

39. What does Constructional analysis of syntactic units deal with? 

40. Describe Pragmatic approach to the study of syntactic units. 

41. Dwell upon Speech Act Theory. 

42. What is a syntactic unit? Dwell upon basic syntactic notions. 

43. What is the difference between the phrase and the sentence? 

44. What types of syntactic relations do syntactic units go into? 

45. What does text linguistics study? 

46. Speak about predication and its types. 

47. What is a word group? How can word groups be classified? 

48. What is a sentence? What is the structural minimum of the sentence? 

49. What are the most essential features of the sentence as a linguistic unit? What 

is the difference between the sentence and the word? 

50. Dwell upon different approaches to the study of the sentence. 

51. What do you know about communicative types of sentences? 

52. Characterize the modern theory of actual division of the sentence. 

53. Speak about the kinds of <contextual= division of the sentence. 
54. Speak about semantic classification of simple sentences. 



55. What types of connection of clauses do you know? 

56. What is the specific feature of the predication in the simple sentence? Dwell 

upon its role in the sentence; types of predication: primary vs. secondary; 

explicit vs. implicit predication; 

57. Speak about modality: its heterogeneous nature; the two types of modality: 

primary (objective) and secondary (subjective); the culture- and gender-

sensitive character of modality. 

58. What can you say about negation and its types: complete vs. partial; 

grammatical vs. lexical; explicit vs. implicit; direct vs. transferred negation; 

negation and the communicative type of the sentence; the specific features of 

negation in English? 

59. Speak about semantic classification of simple sentences. 

60. Dwell upon the transition zone between simple and composite sentences.  

61. What is the composite sentence? Point out its structure, semantic and 

communicative peculiarities. 

62. How can you characterize the two types of composite sentence: the complex 

and the compound sentence?  

63. What are the main semantic relations between the clauses connected 

coordinatively? 

64. What do you know about the problem of asyndetic type of connection between 

the clauses in a composite sentence? 

65. Can you give a detailed characteristics of the compound sentence and point out 

the semantic relations between its components? 

66. Dwell upon the specificity of the semi-compound sentence in the classification 

of sentences on the structural principle. 

67. What is the utterance? 

68. How can you characterize the theme and the rheme as the main components of 

the Functional Sentence Perspective – actual division of the sentence? 

69. Which are the rheme marking devices? Can you give examples of sentences 

containing two or more informative centres? 

70. Dwell upon the functional typology of utterances. 

 


